
Shannon Henery, PhD
Sr. Cell Biology Specialist, Bio-Rad
 Currently the Sr. Cell Biology Specialist for Bio-Rad covering the Western U.S., I completed my Ph.D. in Biochemistry in 
2002. After 2 1/2 years as a postdoc at Northwestern University, I joined Sapidyne Instruments as a Scientist working with 
KinExA instruments for measuring molecular binding affinity and kinetics. After 2 years with Sapidyne covering accounts 
globally, I worked 3 years as a scientist for Amnis, makers of the ImageStream imaging flow cytometers, covering the U.S and 
Asia. These positions involved traveling the world to give technology seminars, instrument demonstrations, and trainings in 
places such as Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, Tokyo, Seoul, Singapore, as well as North America. After a total of 5 years in 
these small biotech startups, I worked as a scientist for 4 years with the global biotech, EMD Millipore, supporting scientists 
in hundreds of labs throughout the Northwestern US and Western Canada on a wide range of instruments and products. In 
2013 I became the Sr. Scientific Operations Manager with Luminex Corporation supporting a major molecular diagnostic ac-
count in the personalized medicine/pharmacogenetics field. I went on to build 2 molecular diagnostic labs in 2015 & 2016 for 
customers of Luminex, and founded BioWorks Lab as a 501(c)3 nonprofit to bring my 12 years of biotech experience to bud-
ding scientists in the Seattle area through camps and weekend and evening biotech workshops. I joined Bio-Rad as a Sr. Cell 
Biology Specialist in May of 2017, covering the S3e cell sorter and the ZE5 flow cytometer for the Western U.S.

Dena Marrinucci, PhD
Founder and VP, Truvian Sciences

 
Dena Marrinucci, PhD is an entrepreneur in the life sciences industry. She joined the founding team at Truvian Sciences in 
late 2015 and leads R&D and strategic partnerships. Prior to Truvian, she developed a novel circulating tumor cell technology 
and founded Epic Sciences in 2008. During her tenure as CSO at Epic, she oversaw all pharma partnering diagnostic collabo-
rations including strategy, agreements, and execution of projects. Within this role, she established partnerships with 35+ 
pharma companies, integrating Epic's liquid biopsy technology into 60+ clinical trials worldwide. She also established and led 
Epic’s clinical laboratory operations as well as assay development and research groups. 

In recognition of her work at Epic, Dena was awarded MIT Technology Review's Top 35 Innovators under 35 and Foreign 
Policy's Top 100 Leading Global Thinkers in 2015. In 2016 she was named one of the top ten Life Science Catalysts in San 
Diego by Biocom and San Diego Venture Group. She also serves as a committee member of the Life Sciences Special Interest 
Group at Athena. Dena has a BS in Chemistry from the UVM and a PhD from The Scripps Research Institute in chemical bi-
ology.

Himanish Ghosh, PhD
Senior Manager, Avanir Pharmaceuticals
Dr. Himanish Ghosh is a fundamental neuroscientist who has successfully transitioned into an equally complex and dynamic 
world of pharmaceutical managed markets. With more than 5 years of strategy and management consulting experience under 
his belt, he is now leading efforts to demonstrate value of pharmaceutical products to primary payers of health care costs, the 
gatekeepers of access to therapies for patients in the US. He transitioned out of academics, already in Zurich where he provid-
ed actionable insights on EU pharma markets from primary competitive intelligence.

Gulcin Pekkurnaz, PhD
Assistant Proffesor, UCSD Neurobiology 

 
Dr. Gulcin Pekkurnaz is an Assistant Professor at the University of California San Diego. Her laboratory studies the interplay 
between metabolism and mitochondrial function across distinct cell classes in the nervous system under both physiological and 
pathological conditions. She completed her postdoctoral training at Harvard Medical School where she discovered a funda-
mental molecular pathway linking neuronal metabolism to mitochondrial positioning in neurons. She received her B.Sc. from 
Ankara University and Ph.D. from the NIH-Graduate Student Partnership Program with Ankara University. She is the recipi-
ent of numerous awards including the Stanley Fahn Junior Faculty Award, Scialog Fellowship and MIRA grant.  

Agenda 
1 pm - 2: 30  Academic Panel  

      Dr. Gulcin Pekkurnaz      
      Dr. Cory Root
      Dr. Daniel Gibbs
      
     

      

2:30p – 2:45pm Break

2:45p – 4:15p Industry Panel
  Dr. Dena Marrinucci

Dr. Shannon Henery
Dr. Himanish Ghosh

      4:15p – 6:00p  Poster session
       happy hour

Cory Root, PhD
Assistant Professor, UCSD Neurobiology, Division of Biological Sciences

 
Daniel Gibbs, PhD
Assistant Professor, UCSD Neurosciences

 

Dr. Root received his B.A. in Biology and Chemistry from Whitman College and his Ph.D. in Biology from UC San Diego. 
He did postdoctoral research with Dr. Richard Axel at Columbia University. Dr. Root joined the faculty in 2016 and has been 
the recipient of the Elkins Memorial Award for an outstanding doctoral thesis in the field of Drosophila Neurobiology and a 
K99/R00 Pathway to Independence Award from the NIDCD.

Daniel Gibbs earned his BS in zoology and PhD in anatomy and physiology from the University of Dundee, Scotland. From 
2000-2008 he was a postdoctoral scholar in cell biology, gene therapy and neuroscience at UC San Diego.
Dr. Gibbs has an extensive background in gene therapy for retinal degenerative disease, neurodegenerative disease and viral 
vector development. This includes a critical role in elucidating the retinal pathology associated with Usher Syndrome, leading 
to clinical trials of MYO7A gene replacement therapy for Usher 1B.
As an Assistant Professor with the Translational Neurosciences Institute, he is developing a research program targeting neural 
repair and neuroprotection in the injured and diseased retina, spinal cord and brain, using combinatorial gene and stem cell 
therapies. He is also developing viral vector tools for interrogating the structure, function and transcriptional state of the CNS 
across multiple scales, from sub-cellular to systems level analyses.
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